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Hope this finds you well. It was such a pleasure meeting you at the 14th
International Conference of NHRI's in Copenhagen. where 1 was deeply encouraged by your
unwavering commitment to the rights of migrants and prisoners. Our discussion served as a
meaningful prelude to exploring potential collaboration between the National Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (NCHR) and the Human Rights-Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM).
Given our shared dedication to upholding human rights, I am writing to request the cooperation
of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia in safeguarding the rights of Pakistani nationals
currently incarcerated in Malaysia.

2. The National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR) is a statutory body set up
under the NCHR Act XVI of 2012. The NCHR Act, 2012 stipulates a broad and overarching
mandate for the promotion and protection of human rights, as provided for in Pakistan’s
Constitution, domestic law and international treaties. Amidst others, the primary functions of the
NCHR include investigating into allegations of human rights abuses and advising the
Government on legislative, policy and administrative matters pertaining to the situation of
human rights in the country.

3. As you are aware, both Houses of the Malaysian Parliament passed a
groundbreaking bill on April 3 and April 11, 2023, abolishing the mandatory death penalty. This
legislation, receiving Royal Assent on June 9, 2023, marks a significant development mandating
the resentencing of death row prisoners in Malaysia by the Mahkamah Persekutuan. Celebrated
by the international community, this change presents a timely opportunity to extend its benefits
to individuals on death row. In the resentencing process, prisoners can present mitigating
circumstances, encompassing individual and family backgrounds, socio-economic conditions,
and physical and mental health issues.
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Your‘nme and consideration are sincerely appreciated, and we look forward to the
working closely with You on this critical matter. )
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Yours Sincerely,
a J

(Rabiya Javeri Agha)
Chairperson (NCHR)

YBhg. Datuk Mariati Robert

Commissioner, SUHAKAM .

I1th Floor, Menara TH Perdana

Jalan Sultan Ismail 50250,

Wilayah Persekutuan

Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia

Copy for information to:
®  The Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Pakistan, Islamabad.
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